
���������	 	


��
��������
����
�����������������

�
����������
�������

���
�������������
���������

���������	

��������	��� ���
��

������ �!��"

��#�$��%%&�!'���!(&%)*�
#&��!#����!�%!&��!��%���&*

��%#������%+&��,)��%)-*��!�.���/&*���#))�/�%$)




�%!��01#()&�

�������������	��

������
��

������

�������

������

Regional Executive
Richard Cole
(248) 685-2853 (h)
P.O. Box 738
Milford, MI  48381-0738
rich_cole@yahoo.com

 Assistant R.E.
Bill Slabey
(734) 459-5058 (h)
(734) 354-0472 (w)
(734) 459-6183 (fax)
48720 Hanford Road
Canton, MI  48187-4714
Wslabey@aol.com

 Secretary
Eric Penn
(313) 341-5642
19134 Robson
Detroit, MI 48235-1949
EricPenn@aol.com

 Treasurer
Carol Uller
(734) 542-6975
6903 Norman Ave.
Livonia, MI 48150-3300
Goinscid@aol.com

 Director at Large

 Director at Large
Kim Lyon
(248) 646-0262
2627 Bradway Blvd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301
kml@daimlerchrysler.com

 Director at Large
Henry Hausler
(734) 433-0229 (h)
(734) 523-3009 (w)
6035 MI State Road 52
Manchester, MI  48158-9721
Bhausler@concentric.net (h)
Hhausler@ford.com (w)

 Director at Large
Christine Syfert
(248) 347-0158 (h)
(248) 473-3816 (w)
28660 Summit Ct
Novi, MI 48377-2918
105602.3121@compuserve.com

 Director at Large
Mark Henderson
(313) 441-4521 (h)
1563 Walnut St.
Dearborn, MI 48124-4023

 Race Events Director
Bob Martin
(810) 636-6568
8072 Baldwin Rd.
Goodrich, MI  48438-9426
Rmartin@kode.net
Martinr@aam.com

 Rally Events Director
Pete Padden
(810) 247-5895
42446 Sycamore
Sterling Heights, MI 48313
Peter.padden@eds.com

 Solo Events Director
Guy St. John
(248) 349-3649
624 Carpenter
Northville, MI 48167
Stjohnag@gateway.net

 Special Events
Pattie Klimchuk
(810) 445-2968

1558 Shore Club Dr.
St. Clair Shores, MI  48080-
1574

 Membership
Nancy Reichenbach
(248) 442-2084
18600 Laurel
Livonia, MI  48152-2911
Reichrace@aol.com

 Licensing
Kim Lyon
(248) 646-0262
2627 Bradway Blvd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI  48301
lyonkm@AOL.com

 Archivist
TBD

 Equipment
Bob Martin
(810) 636-6568
8072 Baldwin Rd.
Goodrich, MI  48438-9426
Rmartin@kode.net
Martinr@aam.com

 Newsletter Editor
Tim White
(810) 296-7820
22729 Lake Dr.
St. Clair Shores, MI 48082
oe-editor@home.com

 Chief Course Marshall
Wayne Rogers
(616) 361-1163
1662 Four Mile Road NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505

 Chief of F&C
TBD

 Chief Grid Marshall
Barbara Steencken
(248) 685-2773
300 Jacole Dr.
Milford, MI  48380-3920

 Chief Paddock Marshall
TBD

 Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Ron Krome
(313) 248-8378
C/O Emergency Dept.
Receiving Hospital DRH
4201 St. Antoine
Detroit, MI  48201

 Chief of Fire & Rescue
Richard Meyers
(248) 879-9481
2660 Coral Drive
Troy, MI  48098-3955

 Chief Pit Marshall
Linda Haslitt
(248) 542-9960
(810) 839-3188 (m)
(248) 542-9960 ext 35 (w)
3990 W 12 Mile Road #114
Berkley, MI  48072-1118
lhaslitt@accu-tek.com

 Chief of Registration
Mary Shiloff
(810) 725-3057
7307 Dyke Rd.
Algonac, MI  48001-3011

 Chief Scrutineer
Bob Goppold
(734) 665-7124 (h)

2112 Windsor Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48103-5653
bobg666@hotmail.com

 Chief Starter
Hal Goff
(734) 425-3354
13963 Cranston St.
Livonia, MI  48154-4248
hgoff@giffels-usa.com

 Chief of Radios
Pete Padden
(810) 247-5895
42446 Sycamore
Sterling Heights, MI 48313

 Chief of Timing & Scoring
Michele Grimm
(734) 572-8793
4383 Oakengates Drive
Ypsilanti, MI  48197-9024
Grimm@rrb.eng.wayne.edu

 Pro Race Committee
Bob Pierson
(248) 344-4793
24877 Summit Dr.
Novi, MI  48377-2934
bpierson@jerviswebb.com

 Club Race
Bob Martin
(810) 636-7895
8072 Baldwin Rd.
Goodrich, MI  48438-9426

 Pro Rally Committee
Mike Bodnar
19830 Mahon
Southfield, MI 48075

 TSD Rally
Pete Padden

(810) 247-5895
42446 Sycamore
Sterling Heights, MI 48313

 Merchandising
Marcus Merideth
(734) 722-5158 (h)
(313) 337-4138 (w)
33707 Glen St.
Westland, MI  48186-4595
marcus@teleweb.net (h)
mmeridet@ford.com (w)

 Voice of the Hotline
Marianne Mickle
(810) 677-1667
54823 Cambridge Dr.
Shelby Twp, MI 48315-1617
mariannemickle@juno.com

 CenDiv Champ Series Rep
Bob Martin
(810) 636-7895
8072 Baldwin Rd.
Goodrich, MI  48438-9426

 Worker Points Keeper
Pat Pierson
(248) 344-4793
24877 Summit Dr.
Novi, MI  48377-2934

 Public Relations
TBD

Director, Area 4
 Peter Hylton
7217 Creekwood Court
Pittsboro, IN 48167-9798
(317) 892-6572
pete@petehylton.com

 CenDiv Exec. Steward
 Kent Williamson
(616) 459-5367
525 Gladstone SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

 CenDiv Scheduling Rep.
 Terry Ozment
18251 84th Ave., N.
Maple Grove, MI 55311
(612) 420-9596

 CenDiv Licensing Admin.
 Bob Lyberger
4929 W. Abbington Dr.
McHenry, IL 60050
(815) 344-2447

 CenDiv Pro Rally Admin.
 Bruce Weinman
3715 Knox Ave., N.
Minneapolics, MI 55412
(612) 529-6821
bweinman@piper.hamline.net

 CenDiv Road Rally Steward
 Jim Mickle
(810) 677-1667
54823 Cambridge Dr.

Shelby Township, MI 48315-
1617
JimMickle@juno.com

 CenDiv Solo II Event Steward
 Debbie Fessler
(419) 882-1089
4818 N. McCord Rd.
Sylvania, OH 43560
jdfessler@juno.com

 National Points Keeper
 Mark Waggoner
(815) 968-3256
1245 N. Main
Rockford, IL 61103-6247

 CenDiv Champ Series Points
 Kametta Kotyk
10520 East MN Ave.
Galesbury, MI 49053
nettie51@juno.com

 CenDiv Solo Safety Steward
 Bill Engle Sr.
(502) 451-2240
2906 Arlington Rd.
Louisville, KY 40220-1312

 SCCA Inc.
 (303) 694-7222

 Detroit Council of Sports Car
Clubs

 (248) 545-6733
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Total price of an advertisement run in consecutive issues (add 25% for the back and inside covers):

Width Height 1 issue 3 issues 5 issues 10 issues
Full Page 7 1/2" 10" $120 $305 $470 $846
Half Page 7 1/2" 5" $69 $175 $270 $486
Full Column 2 1/2" 10" $50 $127 $196 $352
 or 2 Half Columns side by side
Quarter Page 3 3/4" 5" $40 $101 $155 $280
Half Column 2 1/2" 5" $29 $73 $112 $202
Business Card 3 1/2" 2" $19 $49 $75 $135

Ad must be paid  prior to publication.  Camera ready (STAT) black and white
artwork at publication scale or most common PC/Windows graphics formats are acceptable.
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Attendees:
Dick Cole Bob Goppold Henry Hausler
Mark Henderson Jody Jacobs [Kim Lyon]
Pete Padden Eric Penn Heather Shehan
Mark Shehan Bill Slabey Chris Syfert
Carol Uller

Call to Order
Dick Cole called the meeting to order at 7:39pm.

History 101
Dick Cole discussed his background and involvement with
motor sports and SCCA.

History 102
Dick presented background information on the Detroit Region
including the 5-year plan and committees that were established.
They included 1. Calendar Committee, 2. Finance Committee,
3. Media Relations Committee. The committees have disap-
peared and need to be reestablished. The region needs a lead-
ership development plan. The region needs to revamp the so-
cial committee. Dick suggested revisiting the Planning Commit-
tee Report and reviewing the bylaws and policies of the region.
Questions and answers followed.

In summary, actions to be taken are to revisit History 102 and
setup the Pro Rally, Finance, and Social committees. Review
the bylaws and region policy.

Secretary Report
Pete Padden moved to accept the minutes from the Decem-
ber 2000 board meetings. Approved.

Treasurer Report
Worker points were discussed as to their shelf file. Dick sug-
gested 5 years before they expire. The group discussed how
to “age” the worker points.

Chris Syfert explained the treasurer’s report. The Open Ex-
haust expenses have reduced due to posting the OE on the
web page and by not mailing the OE to members that don’t
want it. Meeting costs have increased. The region needs to
maintain low cost meeting sites. Jody Jacobs suggested the
public library, which would be no cost. Group discussion. Bill

Slabey motioned to accept the treasurer report. Approved by
group.

Gingerman Enduro
Henry Hausler gave the report on the Gingerman Enduro.
They have a chief steward, but no budget yet. Discussion
followed concerning the date, need for workers for corners,
tech, pit, and refueling.

Enduro Budget
(Work in progress)

Enduro Plans
Need to get workers, budget, web site, lighting, a cutoff date
and a contingency plan incase there aren’t enough entrants
to hold the event.

Membership Report
There were 2057 members reported for the year 2000. There
were 2124 members in 1999. Dick Cole led discussion on
why the Detroit region membership is down. The region needs
a merchandise person, a point’s keeper, an F&C chief, and a
chief of sound.

Dues
Dick suggested revisiting the $5 spouse dues. Will be revis-
ited next month.

Secretarial Services
Plans
We need to get renewals and more members attending the
membership meetings and awards banquet. Dick suggests
a tech forum or something to bring people together from race,
rally and solo and get them to attend membership meetings.
We need to retain and get cooperation from members
spouses.

Region Policy
Mark Henderson, Heather Shehan, Henry Hausler will review
policies.

Region Web Site proposal
Dick Cole, Bill Slabey led the group discussion. Needs to be
updated with board information. Bob Goppold suggested a
Web site committee as part of the media committee. Race,
rally, solo forums were suggested. Heather Shehan will work
with Kim Lyon on the Website.

2001 Board Budgets
Board members need forms.
Bob led discussion. There was a motion to continue with board
meetings budget. Approved.
Bill Slabey suggested sending a “thank you” to SVT for their
contribution to the banquet.
Bob submitted and discussed the scrutineer budget. Ap-
proved.

Solo Report (Heather Shehan)
(None)

Rally Report (Pete Padden)
Sno Drift is coming soon.

Race Report (Dick Cole)
Drivers School meeting was discussed.
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Last month I talked about how the racing season was
now underway. This month, the racing year has already
experienced great tragedy with the loss of Dale
Earnhardt.

I’m not an Earnhardt fan; not really a NASCAR fan.
But in February I sat watching the 24 hours at Daytona
and saw that he could do more than turn left. I devel-
oped an appreciation for him as a driver.

I could extole the virtues of Earnhardt, but enough other,
better qualified, writers have covered that. Instead I
ask that we all take a couple of minutes and remem-
ber what we do, why we do it, and those that have
come before.

For me, the most sobering racing moment came in
1995 at Grattan. I wasn’t driving that weekend, but I
was up on the garages timing when the red flag came
out. A man I had never met before, Gary Taylor, lost
his life in the first corner. As a fellow IT driver that was
a shock. It took me about a week to decide, yes, I’ll get
in the car again.

Our sport is dangerous, no doubt about it. But I for one
thought long and hard about that before I ever strapped
into the driver’s seat. I’ve accepted the risk and do
everything I can to minimize it. It’s unfortunate that as
a club racer I simply can’t afford all of the latest and
greatest safety equipment. I wish I could. A friend of

mine, Charlie, is looking into buying an HANS device—if I
could afford one I would too. As it is I’m buying a neck collar
this year (something I thought about last year). It’s no HANS
device, but it’s got to be better than what I’ve got now—a
long skinny neck with no support.

I have also always worn a full-faced helmet. A few years ago
Charlie and I decided that putting the visors back on our hel-
mets wasn’t a bad idea. Why? Simply another layer of pro-
tection. My eyes were the only part of my body not behind a
protective layer and I thought that was kind of silly. On went
the visor. I usually drive with it about half open; this gives me
decent ventilation, the shield is in front of my eyes, and I can
snap it shut if there was every a big fire. Fortunately for me, I
have not yet used any safety equipment.

So as everyone has their memories of Dale, I’m asking you
to take a moment and remember people like Gary Taylor and
Mary Wollesen and all of the others whose names go un-
mentioned on RPM Tonight.

Now, I’ve got a race car to prep. See you on the track.

Other Business
Dick Cole, Mark Shehan led discussion of the road course at
Milan Dragway, which could be used for lapping days if not
races.

Dick discussed cruises to promote SCCA and suggested a
cruise to Grattan with a $5 per car fee.

Mark Shehan discussed banquet program, RSVP’s, itiner-
ary. Jody noted that more members are needed.

Mark Henderson suggested meeting topics to attract mem-
bers:
Technical series
General meeting.

Some programs discussed to attract Race, Rally, Solo mem-
bers were:
Race Doctor, Tire Talk, Car Tech 101, Kart2Kart, Rallying for
Racers and Soloists.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 pm.
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Unlike last year, this year’s National Convention was loaded
with informative sessions. It started on Thursday with two
morning sessions aimed at providing the new and experi-
enced RE with help for her/his overwhelming job and was
followed by the annual meeting and BOD town hall. Friday
brought us four concurrent tracks of meetings, administra-
tive, club racing, rally and solo. Saturday was another full
day, concluding with the annual awards banquet With the great
program, attendance this year was about 350, over 50% more
than last year. I would expect that next year’s will exceed 400
as those who attended take home good reports.

Thursday began with RE-101, a primer on what being a RE
means, and introduction of the new RE’s Handbook. The
handbook was reviewed in detail. It contains a lot of useful
information that, while available in the past, has never been
put together in a user friendly format. Our own Dick Cole
wrapped up this session with a well-done presentation.

RE-102 was next up. It was a very upbeat program on work-
ing with volunteers and how to put the right people in the right
jobs. Some of  the key points were that written job descrip-
tions and goals are almost mandatory if you want to really
succeed, and that you should start looking for your replace-
ment as soon as you get the job. Barb Lundquist (Chicago
Region) also stated that a 5 year strategic plan is absolutely
critical. You should create the plan, then work the plan.

In the afternoon was the annual meeting. Steve Johnson,
our new CEO, was introduced and promised to get us away
from being the Secret Car Club of America. Those of you
who had a chance to meet Steve at our October meeting
know that he is a high-energy person, and it showed all week-
end. As examples of what is coming: Fram is now the official
filter of SCCA, and Sunoco has signed as the official racing
fuel of the SCCA. Both of these manufactures will be adver-
tising their relationship with the SCCA where their products
are sold. With every WalMart handling Fram, and many
Sunoco stations in the eastern half of the country, our name
will be in front of thousands of potential members every day.
Also, Subaru will be giving a free membership to each per-
son who buys a new WRX. It will be up to us to welcome
these and other new members and integrate them into the
club.

It was reported that our membership had grown about 4%
to 56,500. Financially, it look like the club will report an oper-
ating loss of about $100,000 for the fiscal year ending March
31. Our insurance experience was quite good in 2000, un-
like 1999, and our rates will not be going up despite a gener-
ally less friendly insurance market.

Also announced was a major study of the Web page. There
are now people interested in paying us to do our Web page
to get advertising access to our members. While the Web
page improves daily, expect to see major changes within
the next year. You can expect to be able to join or renew
your membership, order member mailing lists and labels,
order merchandise and rule books, etc. on-line.

Following the Annual Meeting was the usual BOD Town Hall.
While many picky concerns were aired, the reduction in rat-
ing of the Senior License from being equivalent to a Na-
tional to a Divisional was a real concern for many members.
Good explanations were provided, and there will probably
be no change in the decision. Those license holders who
want to be able to be chief at a Nationals and Drivers Schools
will have to renew their National Licenses.

Friday’s rally session lasted all day, and could have been even
longer if the room had been available. It will be next year. It
started with Road Rally Safety Steward Training, which li-
censed 15 new people. Following that, was a presentation
on Performance rally. It covered making the cars look good
for the promotion of the fast growing sport of performance
rally. It was also announced that each ProRally will have it’s
own half-hour show in Speedvision. The next program was
on starting a RoadRally program, which was well attended
and ran short of time. Next year we will plan more time. Next
was RallyCross and Organizing a ClubRally, both of which
were well attended.

Saturday started with a good program on Crisis Intervention,
or what to do for the people in case of a serious incident.
Following that, Steve Johnson rolled out the program for build-
ing SCCA. The goals he outlined for the SCCA are: Increase
SCCA awareness; Improve communications; Establish new
relations and enhance current relationships (i.e., sponsors,
track partners, sanctioning bodies, members, etc.); Improve
operational excellence at all levels; Increase operating rev-
enue for the National Office and SCCA Regions.

In support of these goals, he covered the key SCCA busi-
ness strategies, including increasing communications, both
internally and externally; attract and retain sponsors both
nationally and regionally; retain and increase membership;
and streamline and train operational consistency.

From what we have seen already, we are well on our way.
Steve really understands what sponsors are and need, and
is putting this knowledge to good use for good of the club.

The day and convention wrapped up with the annual ban-
quet where Detroit Region member Dave Sanders won the
most prestigious SCCA award, the Carl Haas Cup, formerly
the Wolfe Barnato Trophy. SCCA’s highest award, it is pre-
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sented to the member who has made the most outstanding
long-term contribution. When you see Dave, shake his hand
and give him your congratulations. If you don’t know who Dave
is, you must not be familiar with Goodrich performance tires.

In addition, Jim Mickle was presented with the Divisional Road
Rally Achievement Award, and the Region received the Re-
gional Road Rally Achievement Award. This is the first time
that the region has been recognized. Jim has won the Divi-
sional award three of the last four years.
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2001 Convention: Those of you who know me, know that I
am not a great optimist nor am I a natural born cheerleader.
However, I have to say that I came away from the 2001 SCCA
National Convention feeling really pumped up about our club
and our future. By almost everyone’s assessment, this con-
vention was the best in a long time. There were a number of
interesting seminars, there was a lot of valuable training, and
there were some really good presentations. Plus, there was
a tremendous spirit and enthusiasm about our club. Every-
one was excited about meeting our new President, Steve
Johnson and the energy that he exhibits seems to infect the
whole crowd. If you missed it, you missed a good one.

Staff Reorganization: For those of you who haven’t heard,
the leadership of our National Staff has been shuffled. All the
same faces are there, but the roles have changed. In recog-
nition of the increased responsibility and expertise that they
have in their areas, Patc Henry, Tasha Goodale and Kurt
Spitzner have been given the positions of Director of Club
Racing Programs, Director of Solo/Road Rally Programs and
Director of Performance Rally Programs, respectively. Howard
Duncan will be using his strategic planning skills in the posi-
tion of Director of Program Development, working with all
three of the other Directors. With their increased responsi-
bilities, they will now report directly to President Steve
Johnson, as will Vice President Dennis Dean who will be in
charge of overall business development. Dee Ann Knudsen
continues as Vice President of Finance and Brenda Winters
continues to oversee membership and licensing as Manager
of Marketing Services. A new Sales and Marketing wing is
being created to take advantage of Mr. Johnson’s skills in
that area. Sue Roethel (Member Services), Doug Reed (Spon-
sor Marketing), and Nancy McMaster (Corporate Services)
will be part of this organization.

Finances: When Treasurer Tom Campbell gave this year’s
Financial Report, it looked a lot rosier than last year, thank
goodness. A year ago the big concern was the $800,000 that
had to be pulled from the club treasury to cover losses at
SCCA Pro Racing. Thanks to the major overhaul that the
Board of Directors instituted last spring in Pro, this year they
are projected to turn a $150,000 profit. While it will take a
long time to regenerate the lost cash, the path ahead of us is
similar to the one which Enterprises faced after their restruc-
turing during my previous term on the BoD, and it has been a
success. Speaking of Enterprises, that operation is projected
to end the year with a $300,000 profit. As for the club portion
of SCCA, we had hoped for a break-even year, but circum-
stances have brought that down to a loss of around $100,000
based on our actual operations. This will be offset by the fact
that we must book some of the surplus from the sale of our

�
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building in this year, so we will actually show a profit even
though our operations lost $100,000.

Success Stories:  I’d like to touch on a couple of success
stories. Obviously SCCA Enterprises continues to be a suc-
cess story, consistently turning a profit now and paying down
its debts. The reorganization of SCCA Pro Racing and the
leasing agreement for Trans-Am with the Panoz-Sanchez
Group is another. Performance Rally is another huge suc-
cess story. Five years ago this program was on the verge of
being eliminated due to financial and organizational problems,
insurance issues, and lack of growth in both entries and spon-
sorship. Today the program is one of our shining stars. The
organizational problems have been eliminated, the program
has greater exposure than ever before, including a new TV
package with multiple sponsors. Entries are up significantly
and some events are being forced to institute entry limits.
What a fantastic change this has been and what an exciting
future there is for this program. Another success story I want
to touch on is that of our friend Paul Pfanner. Paul began as
an SCCA regional newsletter editor and grew his involve-
ment in publishing into the Pfanner Communications busi-
ness which has produced SportsCar magazine for us for a
number of years. Paul grew the business more and launched
Racer magazine and the associated businesses. The com-
pany, now called Racer Communications, has just announced
that they have been acquired by Haymarket, the United
Kingdom’s largest independent publisher. Although they have
a fully diverse portfolio, motor racing has always been the
backbone of Haymarket’s business, and Racer fits in well
with this. Haymarket has acquired a 51% majority in Racer
Communications and Paul Pfanner remains involved as the
creative guidance in the organization. Congratulations Paul,
working with you has been great for both organizations.

Insurance: Here’s a bit of advance warning for you. A year
ago we changed the way Club Racing event premiums were
calculated, by eliminating the “cap” that limited how much
premium large events paid. This was countered by a reduc-
tion in the per car rate. We are seriously looking at doing this
same thing in rally and solo next year. Also, although provi-
sions for “piggybacking” of events (running two events con-
currently at a reduced premium) are no longer in the insur-
ance manual, you may still do this as before. However, we
are looking seriously at eliminating this for 2002.

Rumors:  Yes, there is some truth to the rumor that conver-
sations have been had regarding moving the National Office
to Kansas. The city of Topeka has made an approach to us
and the possibility is being evaluated to determine if it is in
the best interest of the club. We are a long way from any-
thing final here, but there is substance to the rumor. Yes,
there is a strong possibility that more emphasis will be put on
the marketing of our club. Steve Johnson has already shown
us how we can benefit from strategic partnerships with folks
like Fram and Sunoco. This is an area in which the club can
grow in terms of income, exposure, and new members. Yes,
as part of this, we are going to work with the Regions to show
them how to benefit from our national marketing partners or
even how to market themselves. And yes, I have been heard
on various occasions this winter to say that I may not run for
re-election to the BoD. Job changes that occurred during 2000
along with SCCA Archives responsibilities and my daughter’s
new go-kart racing career have complicated life quite a bit,
and I am considering what is best for the future. No deci-
sions have been made, but if anyone in Area 4 wants to talk
to me about the situation, please seek me out at an upcom-
ing event.
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Blocks like this are reserved for Detroit Region members who wish to advertise their full or part-time businesses

that are owned and operated by them. Each block costs $30 and is good for the shorter of one year or lapse of membership.
Ads can be changed at any time for $30 which renews their duration as well. Design your own ad or send your

business card to Open Exhaust BE, Tim White, 22729 Lake Dr., St. Clair Shores, MI 48082.
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STANDARD &
AUTOMATIC

TRANSMISSIONS

ROAD RACE
DRAG RACE

REAR END SETUP
STREE & STRIP
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Available in 30 gallon drums. $4.25 per gallon.
(plus $15 drum deposit)

Call Russ Theus
248-356-9119 or

313-590-5611
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Saturday night one of my former TSD navigators and I ran
the Son of Sno*Drift III that Scott Harvey Jr. put on out of
Waterford, Michigan. Jim Oess and I ran a bunch of divisionals
and nationals back in the 70’s and had last rallied in 1984
when Jim decided he wanted to try out a Saab 96 he had
bought in a weak moment. Normally I drove and Jim was the
navie, but that time we switched seats and did a local winter-
time rally. In spite of the fondness that Winky expresses for
Saabs, Jim’s was pretty marginal in body integrity. We found
that on that rally the floor mats kept raising up under our feet.
It turned out that the caused was a significant separation of
the floorpan from the firewall and the snow kept finding its
way in and piling up under the mats. Some subsequent test-
ing with a tape measure showed that with the parking brake
applied and the clutch engaged in first the Saab was a full
four-inches longer in that stressed condition than when it was
at rest. That was the Saab’s first and last rally.

Anyway, something in Scott’s announcement for Son of
Sno*Drift made me give it some thought and I gave Jim a
call. Apparently his memory wasn’t any better than mine be-
cause he was willing to give it a try too. A couple of emails to
Scott later confirmed the fact that with the much snowier than
usual winter we have been having this year that the vehicles
which populated Jim’s and my driveways just weren’t the right
choice for an unpaved winter event. A few calls around and I
found that Nationwide car rental would let me have a Blazer
for the day for either 63 bucks with a hundred miles (39 cents
per extra mile) or 64 bucks with unlimited mileage. Now there
was a really tough choice. We picked the car up in Toledo
Saturday morning, loaded up all our leftover deditching equip-
ment from that previous rally life, bemoaned the lack of lights
hanging off the front end and headed north. We discovered
that the Blazer did have some nicely placed aimable map
lights, a trip odo that the navie could easily see, plenty of
creature comforts, and a selection of pushbutton-change-on-
the-fly options for getting the power to the ground: two-wheel
high, four-wheel high, four-wheel low and even four-wheel
automatic (wherein some engineer from Detroit gets to choose
what sort of constantly varying combination of driven wheels
you will experience). Maybe not quite a Subie but not too
awful as an alternative.

On the drive up we read the generals, lied to ourselves about
how much we remembered about the game, and tried to re-
acquaint ourselves with the operation of my Curta. We got to
the start, looked over an interesting mix of vehicles - from a
very used Datsun 510 wagon with lots of computer equip-
ment and a ProRally Jeep, to a fairly new Audi, a couple of
BMW’s and everything in between - registered, found out we
were car number 6 (what are we doing that far up in the field?),
ran some of the odo check, returned to the restaurant, fig-
ured out factors for mileage and speed, listened to Scott’s
words of wisdom (?) at the drivers meeting and headed out.

At the end of the odometer check, we sat waiting for our turn
and had a laugh about car 5 that had a tow strap attached to
his rear hook and tucked into the rear deck lid. The first leg
we tried to settle in, found a checkpoint not too long after the
odo check and surprise, surprise, we got a one. Shoot, this
ain’t so hard. The next leg we had a nine and figured we had
this stuff knocked. By the end of the third leg when we got a
107 we came to the realization that the leg times were fig-
ured from the outmarker of the previous control, not the check-
point line itself. Okay, no biggie, we’re just here for fun any-
way.

The roads were fun, very wet, muddy, icy and slick enough to

����������-�����
be interesting, and it was obvious that four-wheel high was
the way to go for this big American piece of iron. Speeds
were easy to maintain for us even though I wasn’t trying out
any interesting cornering techniques.

Two-thirds of the way through leg four we crested a little ridge
and there was car 5 nosed into the snow bank on the outside
of a left hander. The driver was kind of watching while the
navigator was digging. I always knew it took more intelligence
to be a driver. We stopped, he pulled the end of his towstrap
out of the back, threw it onto one of the towhooks that GM so
thoughtfully provides on the front of the Blazer and we yanked
them out immediately. We found out what “bought time” was
for, a minute and a half and we were on our way. The check-
point was a mile or two down the road and when we arrived
the control crew was still getting set up, but Scott was there
to assist. It was the only control of 24 that there was any kind
of a problem at on the rally and they sorted through that one
with no trouble.

The rally continued with a good mix of average speeds,
elapsed time transit zones, and free zones and gave us a
nicely paced workout of both driving and timekeeping efforts
on interesting roads. Scott used transits in a couple of occa-
sions on some of the “funner” driving roads so that you could
basically go as fast as you liked and then wait at the end for
your time to come up before proceeding. The rally was scored
to the hundredth and we had some good scores (probably
ten or twelve scores in single digits with a number of ones
and twos), most of the rest were in the teens or twenties and
we had a couple of fifties or sixties. How come we’re sixty
late when we thought we were early? Oh well, on to the next
leg. I think we ended up third in Stock out of six and in the top
half overall out of 21. Not too bad for a seventeen year layoff.
The top few cars had low two digit scores for 24 controls,
pretty decent. Heck, if we would have entered into Limited
(allows correctable odo’s which we didn’t have), we would
have won that class and even got to take home some nice
plaques. Live and learn. After a buck and a half this morning
at the car wash I had changed the Blazer from solid brown
back to its original white and took it back to Nationwide with-
out them any the wiser.

Anyway, thanks to Scott and all the control crews for their
efforts; we had a ball. Maybe we won’t wait another seven-
teen years before we try this again.

>����������?����@�������(������(��A#�����$���B7�/��������())*�����C��������6
����������"�1����0%�>������C���������(���������������'���������������(�����%




�%!��01#()&	�

������
�������
)����������*����������������
��������$���'������#������
&�'�����������%�(��D�$��������
��������'�������������2
�% 3���������������������5����

����������������$���'�%
5% *���������������5��������������

$��$�����%

% ,�����)8�*&8E��������%
�% *����������������%
9% 3��������������$���������

��������������������������
��%

7% !����������6�����������F9%��
����������������������������
#�������&�'����())*%

<% +������������������������������
��������$����$������������
�������������������%

	% �����������������������������
�����$$���$�����$�������������%

��������

�!�&3G8*�9���6��::<�&���#�"���.6
5<������&�������'�����#�'����������
������'��@. �@. &,3 (,��# >*6
.�&�.�3,�� ���������$��������5�����
�����������=����������$1�����������
��������=������������������1�"���
���������������� ������ �����'����
����������1�"����*6����$�"��������
$������ ������ ����� �������� �H�����
����������������������������$1�����
�� ��$1����������'��$������%�*�
*6
.+�
*8�>+

+
@� !69���>+.=� *

&#�,8*)��&G
�!!(��:::%�F�5����
#�"��3���$��/<
�05	�67<
�%AA

�&!	
����#������!�������!�������
����%�8������$����:	:�������-�$�����
��� ��$������� $��������%� ������ ����
��$����������%��5��������������'���
������������$����������������������
�����%�,��$��F
�9��%��%�.�����������1�
��� ��$������� �$����� $��� ���� $���
��$��%� )����$�� 
���� 3������� ��
/5�	0��
<65:������������ �������6
����%AA

�<��)�����@.
 �, &(�������������
	6���$�'������������$�����������������
���������'� ���$1� ���1��%�@����
��������$��-�F59��%�($����/<
�0�7::6
775:�� ��������;�%������'���%
���%AA

� <<� ()+&�))�� +.)� ,��D�$�%� ����
�������� ���� ����� $�'�� ��� ���� ��'���
�������� ��������� ��������%� =�"�� �
������<	�($���$$��/��������0����������%

��#� .�� (�88� !*(.� 6�3��+
@� +

.>��>��?(%�F9��%���!�&�4�.=%
4���'� ����� �������%� @������ ?��'�
'������1��';���%$���� <��6:5	6
�	5:%AA

� 	9�@.+%� 4�'�� ���$1�� ���� ����$�
�����'�%�
��������������%�@��������

(�������+.%�3�"��'����5����1��6�
��#
.��(�88�!*(.%�F�������������%��@��6
���� ?��'�� '������1��';���%$���
<��6:5	6�	5:%AA

� �::	�����#������ !)%� +�C�� $����� ��
��$���������6������$���������������'��
D���� ������� ����� ��%� 3���������� ��
)�����������3����������%�)�������,�5
����� �������' ��������� ������ *34
������������� C::� ���������'��� ��6
��������������������������������
��������'���$�������������������'��
�"���������"�������"����9�����%�
�����
�I�������������������� �����*"��
��������������55�'���������8#5��$���6
������ ,���1�� ��������� ������ ���� ��6
����� C::� ������ ���'�� � � C�� ��
����������� ��������������� �����'��
���$%�������%�!�����J��$1���"�����6
���%� 
��� .��64���� ���'������ ����6
����%� F
	�9��� ���� ���%� 
�����'� ����
���������������$���K���������������L
)����4���8�������/5�	0�


65:<5���
/5�	0�<7�69<

������������������
���,3%AA

�@.��&�����%�!������?*3�+�@���%��>
3����������� ������K� 8(#�� � �%5�%
4���������>���������#���*.8��3�1���%
F:������4�%�*����+.)�&�������F��9��%
&���/:
<0��5<65	�9%AA

�!�������!���%�����������():
!%�!����
$������������1�������������"�������'L
,���1���� .������ '�������� � ����%
����%��:6
��� ��6
��&M,�'������������6
����� ��'�������$"���5���������6�����6
��$���������>=&&+�6����$1���$��������
#������������ 
� ������ 6� 5� ������� �
�������� 6� ���� '��6$���� ��"��
�������%� 
� ����� ��� �������� 57
'��������� $��� �������� H��$1� D�$1%
,���1����������1���� ������%�)�������
��������$1�'�����������������������
)��%�#�"%����$1�%�F�:�9�� �4�%�.����
*������/5�	0�<<<6:�59�/�0��/5�	0���56

7<
%A

������&�$�$��%�IN��������������'��
�����������$1������'�����$�����1��'�$��
��������������G?%�,�$�������"�������%
*����7���������������������������'
��������������$����1�� ����D�$�������6
$�$��� ���� ���$1� ����%� #�"��� 8������
��������;�����'�%����� /<
�0� 5�<6
<759%A

� +.*� =����� )&N%� �::�� )&N� (��
(�������,��������$��������� �����
����������,3� �������� ������ �%<�� �����
���"���$������	6�������������$�'��
��'���$���6��:<�����%�������/5�������%
$��������%�� ����"��0��������������
)�
#�"�������-����� ����9������������
>���������=������7������5����*&&)�;
&����*������%� *�1��'� F���9��%� ?���
=��'������ 5�	6<�76�<<
�
$����$�$��;���%$��%

�!�������)�����������%�3����$������
$������ ������ ���� ��� '����� �����%� 5�
5����3�'������ ����� 1���� F
5����%
�:::�&!6::65�����#������������1���

�������$��.)��
Detroit Region Road Race Schedule:

April 21-22:  Drivers School, Waterford Hills
July 21-22:  Race 2/Win 2, Double Regional, Grattan
Aug. 11-12:  The Michigan National (w/ WMR), Grattan
Sept. 15-16:  NEW! Single Regional and Enduro,
Gingerman

CenDiv Road Rally Schedule:

May 5:  Wisconsin Glacier Trails
*June 9:  CAST in Stone - NOTE date changed from
23rd.
Sept. 7-8:  Press-On-Regardless
Sept. 22:  Yucatan Safari Tour
Oct. 6:  Johnny Appleseed
Nov. 10:  Thumbs Up XIII
Nov. 24:  La Rallye Variform
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Open Exhaust E-MAIL
Please send articles and other

tidbits to me over the internet at
open_exhaust@yahoo.com
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POSTMASTER:
PLEASE DELIVER
IMMEDIATELY

AVERILL RACING STUFF, INC.
632 AJAX DRIVE � MADISON HEIGHTS, MI 48071
PHONE: (248) 585-9139 � FAX: (248) 585-9242

� A.P. CLUTCHES, BRAKE CYLINDERS

� AURORA RACING ROD-END BEARINGS

� BELL RACING HELMETS

� CUSTOM ALUMINUM FABRICATION, WINGS

� EARL'S BRAIDED HOSE, FITTINGS

� FORMULA CHASSIS REPAIRS, ALIGNMENTS

� GIRLING HYDRAULICS

� HEWLAND GEARBOX PARTS, REPAIR

� HIGH TEMPERATURE BRAKE FLUIDS

� HYLOMAR SEALANTS

� MOMO FORMULA STEERING WHEELS

� RACING BATTERIES

� REYNARD AND ULTRA-REYNARD PARTS

� WORTH AND OTHER DRIVER'S UNIFORMS

� KONI SHOCKS

� LECARRA STEERING WHEELS

� PANASPORT-LIGHT, RACING WHEELS

� PYROTECT WINDOW NETS, BELTS

� RACEPART GAUGES, TEMPERATURE,
PRESSURE

� MECHANIX WEAR

� REDLINE SYNTHETIC OILS

� ROLL BAR PADDING

� SPARCO RACING SEATS

� SUPERTRAPP MUFFLERS

� WILLANS SAFETY HARNESS

� FUEL SAFE FUEL SYSTEMS


