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DawnNBUSTER IV

MarcH 15-16, 1997

-Ery Bryan Murphy

Dawnbuster I'V, the second round of the
Detroit Region SCCA Road Rally Cham-
pionship serieg, ran from dusk-to-dawn on
March 15 and 16, Following a Thursday
night ice storm, nine rally teams braved the
elements to test their skills on the mix of
clear pavement and patchy-iced gravel
roads,

The course covered over three hundred
miles of rural roads in the southeastern
Michigan counties of Ingham, Jackson,
Livingston, Oakland, and Washtenaw. The
icy conditions on the gravel had kept the
Equipped and Limited teams chasing fac-
tors all night long. Meanwhile, Stock teams
struggled to keep leg scores under 100
points with plenty of wheel slip on legs up
to 30 miles in length. Novice teams had
their hands full keeping their cars on the
road, and appeared to follow the course
well, managing to avoid maxing too many
controls. The rally was broken up into three
sections of approximately one hundred
-miles apiece.

At the first break, the three lead cars

were separated by 2 points! The Equipped |
| Wernberg/Mahnken took their first-ever |
Mark Henderson / John Puifenberger and |

teamns of Gene Henderson / Rob Moran,

the Limited team of Jim Fekete / Jim
Shaffer had 22, 23, and 24 points, respec-
tively. In Stock class, Jeff Wernberg/ Brian
Mahnken led with 305 peints. First-time
competitors Rodney Dean / Nichole Hunter
led the three-car Movice class with 830
points.

Competition remained fierce in section
two, as M Henderson/Puffenberger scored
only 10 points in the section for a total of
32. G Henderson/Moran took 16 points for
atotal 39, and Fekete/Shaffer scored 68 for
atotal of 96. Wernberg/Mahnken protected
their Stock class lead, scoring single-dig- |
its on three of the eight legs in section two,
bringing their score to 465. Botha/Quaderer
took the Novice class lead by scoring 469
in section two for a total of 1306, |

At the completion of about 325 rally
miles and 22 controls, scores remained
impressively low. At the finish, M
Henderson/Puffenberger were first overall
and first in equipped with 52 points. G |
Henderson/Moran were only one point be- |
hind at 53, Fekete/Shaffer placed first in |
Limited, third overall with 110 points. |

Stock class win with 465 points, having the |

lowest Stock score in every section, even
when Scott/Baerkircher (at 1398 points)
stayed on the road. Botha/Quaderer won
Movice class with 1306 points, followed
closely by Dean/Hunter at 1415,

The Press On Regardless award, with a
free entry to the 1997 POR Rally went to
Colin Botha and Jamie Quaderer. After
spending way too much time in the ditch
on Tipsico Lake Rd, they "pressed on” to
complete the first section, finding several
controls already closed down to make the
rotations to their next assignment. With
well-executed Time Allowances at the con-
trols they did find open, Botha/Cuaderer
managed to keep their section one score low
enough to ultimately take the Novice class
win,

The organizers thank the control work-
ers who put in a full night's work with each
crew working five controls. Some of the

| comtrol rotations were pretty tight, but no

controls were dropped due to a crew being
unable o open on time, Perhaps some of —
the control crews had as challenging a drive
as the competitors several times during the
night!

Car Name Town
5 Mok Hendarson Dearban, M
John Puffenberger  Blpomadldle, OH
é§  Gene Henderson Pincimey, M
Rob Moran Westiond, M/
7 dim Fekete Cantan, M!
Jim Shatfer Frankiin, Mi
10 Jeff Wemberg Rochaster, Mi
Brian Mahnkan Pickney, M
1 Colin Botha Flint, pi
Jomie Quoderer Chesoning, M/
&  Brion Scoit Milford] Mr

Mriana Boerkircher Perrysburg OH
9 Rodvey Dean Rochester His, MY

Michale Hunler Witarford, M
4 Scoff Hovey, Jr Waterford, M/
Jim Midde Shalby Twp, M!
3 Greg Gifer Dearbarn, M
Rick Munie Ballevile, M
1 Herb Spencer Pertoge, OH
Mark Hainen Lamnberfle, M!
2 Bruce Fisher Dimandale, M
Tom Bell Troverse City, MI

FinaL ResuLts
Region Vehicla Cls Score O/4 Cls
Detrolt 91 Subory Legocy Turbo 3 52 7 1
Detroi
Detrof 89 BMIW 325 X E 53 2 2
Defrof
Detrolt 97 Chewala! C/X PickUp L i) 3 I
Defroi
Defrall 88 Vokswagen GTT 5 544 4 I
Datrodt
Gues! 87 Acurg hiegra N 1449 5 I
Guest
Delrodt 1997 Ford Ronger PickLip 5 1513 [ 2
Detroit
Guest 94 Ford F-150 PickLip N 1849 7 2
Guast
Detroit 1991 Eagle Talon 3 2483 8 3
Datroit
(Guest 97 Ford F-250 HD PickLip M 38ie g 3
Guest
NWOR 88 BMIW 375 [X L 4400 DS
Guast
Defrolt 85 Mazda 323 GTX L 4400  DNS
SVvE

Flimea Ewuaness



VAT 5w B
DE TROIT REGIOH SCCA DAWNBUSTER IV MARES 13810 TIOT
TE FIME TIME TIME TME TBAE TIME TRME| TIME TIME TIME TIME TRME TiME TIME TRE| TWE TiME TIME TIME TME TIME
SAAT 058 1A N3 239 25 903 1308|190 3277 2351 1260 124 FSIT 4478 9] 1956 654 1163 1635 43S AT
1o1aL | Cam| TEAM CLASS| LED LEG LEG LEG LEG LEG LEG LEG| LEQ LED LEC LEC LEG LEG LEG LEG| LEG LEG LEG LEG LEQ LED| SPEC CAR| CLASS
SCORE] # |DRVERMAWGATOR 1 1 3 i 5 & T L] ] 10 1] 12 13 14 15 1] 17 L] 19 20 N 2 ]
4eo0| 1| SPENCERMANEN 1 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 200[ 200 200 00 OO0 NGO 00 00 W0 MO0 JO M0 00 200 1] L
4an0|  F{FISHMER I BELL L 00 00 200 00 00 00 W00 200 00 00 00 00 O 00 0O WO N0 N0 00 OO 300 a i L
M8 |G TER | WLEE ] 00 00 00 00 199 200 200 83 O MO M0 52 13 00 N0 MO X0 N0 00 00 30 3] N
2483 A|HARVEY I WaCHLE E ] ] 1 % 1 1 ] 1 i | N0 00 X0 00 00 00 100 X0 00 00 0 N0 o 4I E
521  S|MHEMDERSOM ! PUFFENBERGER | E 1 ¥ F 7 7 1 1 2 ] ] 2 1] 7 1 o n] 2 2 b | ] ] 7 0 5 E
53] 8]0 HENDERSOM § MORAN E ? 1 1 [ ] 7 3 ] 4 ] 3 2 7 1 5 3 [ 1 1 1] L] ] L] | o 4 E
10| T|FEMETE | SHAFER L 4 0 H & 2 3 ] ki 1 3 4 ] 1 1% 1 2 '] | 1 1 1 5 [ ML
1513]  8|SCOTT | RPACRKIRCHER s L] 4 0 0 00 00 W00 0 17 " 1 n I E T | ] if ¥ @m » 1w 18 2 8| 8
1849 B|DEANFHUNTER H 10F 1M 0 W 151 20 19 17 2 B % 3N M 0 00 of # 0 1M M N 00 L # N
S44] VD|WERMBERG | MAMNKEN ] LI - B LF B - 1 =W n [ ] 1 M M 1 52 [ ] B M ] ] 2 T n:l 8
1449] 11|BOTHA J QUADERER H 8 & w0 s 70 0] M 800 54 T 3 4] 18 @af b 8 5 a7 1] _M

Dawnbustar IV, the second round of the Detroit Region SCCA Road Rally
Championship saries, ran from dusk-to-desn on March 15 and 18, Following a
Thursday night ice storm, nine rally teams braved the slemants o test thew skills on the
mix of clear pavemeant and patchy-iced gravel roads.

Tha course covered aver thrae hundred miles of rural roeds in the southeasterm
Michegan counties of Ingham, Jackson, Livingston, Oakland, and Washtenaw. Tha icy
condians an the graval had kept the Equippad and Limited teams chasing factors all
night lang. Maarwhile, Stock teams struggled 1o keep leg scorms under 100 pants with
planty of whaesl slip on lags up 1o 30 miles in length, Mowcs teams had thair hands full
kaeping their cars on tha road, and appeared to loflow the coursa well, managing 1o
avosd maxing too many contrals.  The rally was broken up into thres sections ol
approximataly ona hundred miles apece.

The first rally section covarad a narthem loop through Oakland and Livingston counties.
Several compatitors ware still developing their “ice lega”, wath two cars being drawn off
the road by & “magneabic ditch® at a down-hill off-camber curve on Tipsico Lake Road
Valiant eHors by fellow competitors and the swesp crew exiricaiad ihe compatilors
from ihe dilch, with one continung on cowrse and the other retuming ta the rally
headquariers to ragroup lor the sacond section. Al the firsl break, the thres lead cars
ware separated by 2 points! Tha Equipped teama of Gena Henderson / Rob Moran
Mark Henderson / John Puffenbarger and the Limited team of Jim Fekete / Jim Shafler
had 22, 23, and 24 ponts, respectively, Thae other Equipped team, Scott Harvey, Jr. /
Jim Mickle had affectively shiminated themselves from compatition at 81 points, runnsng
Leg 4 at a 35 CAST insiead of the assignad 33 CAST due to a mis-read Lag Critiqua
slip. The only othar Limited class entries faded to show up at the slar, 30
Faketa/Shafler had the class win in the bag, and were running for the overall win. In
Stock class, Jelf Wemberg / Brian Mahnken lad with 305 ponts, Brian Scott / Mariena
Basrkircher maxed six lsgs dus 1o the dilching on Tipsico Lake Rd, and had a fof of
catching up 1o do at 1220 points.  First-ime competitors Rodney Dean / Michale Hunter
led the thres-car Novice class with B30 paints. "Expanenced” Novices competiors Colin
Baotha / Jamis Quadersr wers closs bahind at 837 ponts, having recoversd from a trip
into the ditch, and artfully buying tima whanavar they could find controls open. First:
time compettors Greg Ginter / Rick Munie wers kind enough lo assisl Botha/Quadersr
and ScottBasrurcher out of tha ditch with their WD Ford F-250, and wound up
maxing most of thae legs in the first section, carmying 1484 of a possible 1600 points at
tha break.

Saction Two look the compatitors on a southwastem loop threugh Hall (it's the nama of
a town wast of Pincknay) and the Waleroo Recrestion Area. Competition remained
fierce, as M Henderson/Puffenberger scored only 10 points in the saction for a total of

42, G Henderson/Moran look 18 points for & otal 39, and Fekate/Shaler scored 28 for
& lotal of 50. Wernbarg/Mahnken protected their Siock class lead, scoring single-digits
on thrae of the eight legs in section two, bringing their score to 485, Scott/Baerkirchar
scorad 178 points in the second section, for & total of 1388, Botha/Quadersr tock the
Howvice class lead by scoring 489 in section two for a 1otal of 1208, Dean/Hunter kept it
close, taking an additlonal 585 points for @ 1415 total. GinterMunis were improving
thair lag scores, bul still 1ook another 1135 paints for a total of 2619,

Finally, sacthon thres contained a return trip to Hell, loopng just Insida the saction two
routs. At the completion of abowut 325 rally miles and 22 controls, scores remained
imprassivaly low. AL the finish, M Handerson/Puffanbarger were firsi overall and first in
equippad with 52 points. G Henderson/Moran wers only one point bahind at 53.
FaketarShaffer placad first In Limited, third overall with 110 points. Wembarg/Mahnken
took thesr first-aver Stock class win with 485 points, having the lowest Slock score in
avery 1ection, rven whan SeortBsskirrher (g1 1388 nninte) steyed on the mad
Botha/Quadersr won Movice class with 1308 points, followed closely by DearnvHunler at
1415,

The Press On Regardiess award, with a fres eniry to the 1887 POR Rally want to Calin
Botha and Jamia Quadarer, After spending way too much tme in the dilch on Tipsco
Lake Rd, they “pressed on” to complate the first saction, finding saveral controls
already closed down 1o maka the rotations to their next assignmant. With wall-
sxeculed Time Allowancas at the controla they did find opan, Botha'CQuadarer
managed 1o keap their section one scare low enough 1o ultimatety lake the Novice
clasa win.

Tha organizers thank the control workers who put in a full neght's work with sach crew
working fiva controls. Soma of the control rotations ware pretty ight, but no controls
were droppad dus 10 & crew baing unable to open on time. Perhaps soma of the
control crews had as challenging & drive as the compatitors sevaral tmes durng the
paghtl




